
Return  from  Hibernation,
Resurrection  of  the  OJE  in
2021
Contrary to reports of the band’s demise, the Otsego Jazz
Ensemble is very much alive and well and we survived a long
hibernation!
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Ok, that was more like the “Reports of my death have been
greatly exaggerated” from Mark Twain after a long absence
overseas. And no, the band didn’t go anywhere.

While the pandemic is certainly not behind the world at large
yet, the situation in West Michigan improved enough for the
band to finally practice for the first time on May 13, 2021.

Dave Hubbard (2nd alto sax) organized our first gig for July



7, 2021, 7 p.m. at the Plainwell Bandshell.  Watch for any
additional gigs to be posted at https://oje.nu/events/.

The OJE had plans for 2020 that were rudely interrupted by the
pandemic and maybe some over-positive thinking that things
would get better during that year. We started out with one
cancellation,  then  two,  then  three,  and  on  and  on.  Our
calendar  history  kind  of  tells  the  story  on  that  one:
https://oje.nu/events/history-of-event-calendar/.  There  were
other events that never even made it to the calendar because
of the pandemic.

Wow! Well over a year of hibernation before we finally got
together. That’s a long gap, and yet it seems like yesterday a
few band members met for the last time at a restaurant, just
before the governor’s lock-down. Our last practice before the
pandemic was March 5, 2020!  Our first practice on May 13
sounded amazingly well when you consider it was over a year
since our last playing together.

The band missed out on one of our favorite gigs of the year
(for two years), the Hastings Jazz Festival. Their web page at
https://thornapplearts.org/jazzfest/ states:  “The 18th Annual
Jazz  Festival  will  take  place  in  Hastings  in  late  April
2022″. 

The OJE will likely be there!!

Here are samples from OJE performances at the 2019 Hastings
Jazz Festival:

https://oje.nu/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/2019_OJE_Hastings_sa
mpler.mp3

 

The band’s latest video on Youtube is a kind of photo and
movie montage with live recording samples from 2017 through
2020:
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Be well!

Image credits:  bear image from cliparts.co, and instrument
product images from these online retailers: Amazon, Konig &
Meyer, Monoprice, Donner, Woodbrass, Kraft Music, Fat Llama.
Otsego Jazz Ensemble is a not for profit organization. Any
proceeds cover band expenses.

Otsego  Jazz  Ensemble  Return
to Action after Covid-19

The Otsego Jazz Ensemble sincerely hopes and prays that all
our fans are well during these strange times.

The OJE will perform a collective sigh of relief in E-flat
(the jazz version, of course) when we can finally, safely,
return to our Thursday night practices and 2020 gig schedule!

So far this year we’ve canceled four gigs due to Covid-19: our
yearly Senior Prom Dance at WMU, a semi-annual concert at
Otsego High School, our yearly appearance at the Thornapple
Arts Council Jazz Festival, and finally our second year in a
row Jazz Concert at First Presbyterian in Kalamazoo. A semi-
annual July Plainwell Bandshell concert has been canceled, but
talks are ongoing about featuring the OJE at a concert this
Summer at the bandshell, possibly on July 15.

https://oje.nu/ojenews/otsego-jazz-ensemble-return-to-action-after-covid-19/
https://oje.nu/ojenews/otsego-jazz-ensemble-return-to-action-after-covid-19/


Highlights from 2019 include a great concert last year at the
South Haven Jazz Festival with guest artists Edye Evans Hyde
on vocal, Michael Hyde on guitar, Derek Brown on Tenor sax
performing two original compositions of his, and a surprise
last minute guest appearance of vocalist Wayne Powers to wrap
up the gig. The OJE also had memorable concert and dance
performances at the South Haven waterfront, Elk’s Club in
Otsego,  Arpeggio’s  in  Otsego,  WMU  Senior  Dance,  and  the
Hastings Jazz Festival.

You can find a few recordings of last year’s performances,
just search for “2019”: OJE library and sound samples.

Please see our event calendar for updates, especially to track
the  date  for  a  performance  at  the  Plainwell  Bandshell:
https://oje.nu/events/.

Here are some charts with actual sound clips from practice
that the OJE worked on at one of our last practice sessions at
the  Otsego  Elks,  February  27,  2020,  before  taking  a
coronavirus  break:

https://oje.nu/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/13-Cold-duck-time_we
bsite.mp3

Cold Duck Time (fairly new chart)

https://oje.nu/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/15-Me-and-my-shadow_
website.mp3

 Me and my Shadow

https://oje.nu/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/03a-Sway_website.mp3

Sway (new chart this day)  – Lana Hoffman on vocal

https://oje.nu/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/11-Well-get-it_websi
te.mp3

 We’ll get It (recent new chart, OJE never performed it)
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Stay well, everyone!  “Otsego Jazz Ensemble Return to Action
after Covid-19” is almost like a call to action, to get this
band rolling again.

Two Back to Back Performances
by the OJE May 2 and 4!

The 18-member Otsego Jazz Ensemble (OJE)
is has two public performances this week
in Otsego, and you’re invited!

This Thursday May 2nd, OJE plays at Liquid Note Brewing at the
Arpeggio,  119  East  Allegan  Street,  from  7-9:30pm.  Special
guest: Vocalist Lana Hoffman! The bar seats about 120, and
there’s even a little room for dancing.

Liquid Note Brewing at the Arpeggio opened in February.   On
tap are Psychedelic Haze, Badfish, Satchmo’s Lullaby, A Hard
Day’s Pale Ale and DC Rocking Wheat, all of which are named to
honor a deceased musician. 

This Saturday, May 4th, OJE is playing a free dance at the
Otsego Elks, 113 S. Farmer.  Come and buy dinner from the Elks
at 6pm, and the music and dancing starts after dinner, around
7pm.   Plenty of room for dancing, and requests are welcome!
OJE has been around 30 years, and is coming off recent great
performances at the WMU Senior Prom and the Thornapple Jazz
Festival.  Come out and hear classic big band, Sinatra, as
well as jazz and rock.  We play classic big band, Ian Brown
sings the great standards ala Frank Sinatra, and the band
plays a wide variety of swing, jazz and rock.

https://oje.nu/ojenews/two-back-to-back-performances-by-the-oje-may-2-and-4/
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Liquid Note

 

Liquid Note

2019  WMU  Senior  Prom  March
28th

WMU Senior Prom 2019
It’s coming up soon.  All you need to do is put it on your
calendar, get dressed and show up with your dancing shoes on. 
It’s free!   Once again, the Otsego Jazz Ensemble will provide
the music, from 7pm to 10pm.   The band will play your

https://oje.nu/ojenews/2019-wmu-senior-prom-march-28th/
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favorite  swing  numbers  from  the  Big  Band  Era,  like  Glenn
Miller  and  Count  Basie.   Ian  Brown  will  sing  Sinatra
favorites, and the band will feature special guest artist Lana
Hoffman on vocals too. 
The theme for 2019, “Celebrate,” will feature red, white and
blue accent colors.

Going since 1988, The Senior Prom is an elegant and nostalgic
evening  of  dancing  and  entertainment  that  bridges  the
generations  between  WMU  students  and  Kalamazoo-area  senior
citizens. No reservations are necessary to attend this semi-
formal event, which is free and open to the public.

For general prom information, call Residence Life at (269)
387-4735. Specific questions may be directed via email to that
office’s Bryan Austin at bryan.austin@wmich.edu.

And here are the particulars:

Who: WMU Students and Senior Citizens of the Community
What:  Dancing, Hors d’Oeuvres, Bingo and Casino Games
When: 3/28 at 4:30pm
Where: Bernhard Center, East Ballroom, WMU Campus
Parking:  Suggested  parking  is  the  ramp  east  of  the
Student Center.  Click here for map.

OJE  Invites  Dancers  to
Thursday  (Oct  25)  Rehearsal
at 7pm

mailto:bryan.austin@wmich.edu
https://wmich.edu/studentcenter/directions
https://wmich.edu/studentcenter/parking
https://oje.nu/ojenews/550/
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Otsego Elks-Google Street View

Attention Dancers:
 
If you’re looking for a place to kick up your heels this week,
Otsego Jazz Ensemble, (OJE), would like to invite you to our
regular rehearsal this Thursday at the Elks Club, 113 S Farmer
Street in Otsego.  It’s only $5.00 a person to dance from 7pm
to 9:30pm.   We take a break around 8:15 or so.
 
Bring some friends!   It’s a good chance for the band to work
up some new dance tunes and get feedback from dancers and it’s
a lot of fun.  It also helps us pay our rent at the Elks Club!
 
Hope to see you this Thursday.  Tim Culver, Creative Director,
OJE

It‘s Big Band Jazz at First
Pres October 5th

https://oje.nu/ojenews/its-big-band-jazz-at-first-pres-october-5th/
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First Presbyterian Church-Google Street View

The Otsego Jazz Ensemble brings a great variety of American
music  to  Kalamazoo’s  First  Presbyterian  Church  on  Friday,

October 5th at 6:30pm. It’s on the same day as the October
Kalamazoo Art Hop.  Come after and during Art Hop and enjoy an
evening of big band music with the Otsego Jazz Ensemble.

Who: The Otsego Jazz Ensemble
What: FREE Concert of Big Band Jazz at First Pres
When: Friday, October 5, 2018 from 6:30-8:15 PM    
Where:  First  Presbyterian  Church,  321  South  Street,
Kalamazoo
Donations  to  benefit  the  First  Presbyterian  Church
Performing Arts Fund

The 17-piece jazz band, based in Otsego,
has  been  together  for  more  than  30
years.  The OJE, as it’s affectionately
known by fans, plays music from the big
band era including Glenn Miller, Duke
Ellington and Count Basie as well as more modern big band jazz
arrangements that cover many styles of music like rock, pop
and jazz.  Being a traditional big band of five saxes, four

https://www.kalamazooarts.org/art-hop/


trombones, four trumpets and a rhythm section, the band also
has two vocalists who perform the music of Frank Sinatra, Ella
Fitzgerald, Diane Schurr and Michael Buble’.

The  Band  led  by  Creative  Director  Tim
Culver, trumpeter and saxophonist who has
co-led the Kalamazoo Big Band for more
than 30 years, and plays in the Gull Lake
Jazz Orchestra and Lew Boyd Band.  Culver
joined the OJE trumpet section about 12
years ago.  He says its a hard working
group.

“Everybody in OJE takes the music seriously and we all really
give it a lot of time and effort.  As audiences change, it’s
a challenge for the band to change and adapt.   We play all
dance styles for the ballroom dancers.   We’re also adding
rock  and  pop  arrangements.    The  music  of  groups  like
Chicago, Blood Sweat and Tears, Pat Metheny and Tower of
Power are all a great fit for a band like ours.  We love to
put a lot of variety in our concerts.”

Wayne Powers-If Love Were All
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Gary McCourry-Photo by Paul Jendrasiak
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Among selections for this concert will be a beautiful Wally
Menard  arrangement  of  “When  October  Goes”,  sung  by  OJE
vocalist and trombone soloist Martha Reid.  Menard recently
retired from OJE’s sax section, and has written many great
arrangements for the band.  The song lyrics to “When October
Goes” were written by Johnny Mercer.  After he died, his widow
passed the lyrics to her husband’s friend, Barry Manilow, who
finished the song in 1984.

Culver will play the haunting Billy Strayhorn ballad, “Chelsea
Bridge”.  Tenor Sax soloist Scott Robbins will play on Carlos
Santana’s “Europa”, and a swinging Count Basie version of Cole
Porter’s “At Long Last Love.”

The concert coincides with the October 5th Kalamazoo Art Hop. 

https://www.kalamazooarts.org/art-hop/


 Art Hop is an evening of exhibits and events held in downtown
Kalamazoo  and  the  surrounding
neighborhoods. It’s a FREE event
and one of the best things you
can do on the First Friday of
the month….every month!

 

Who: The Otsego Jazz Ensemble
What: FREE Concert of Big Band Jazz at First Pres
When: Friday, October 5, 2018 from 6:30-8:15 PM    
Where:  First  Presbyterian  Church,  321  South  Street,
Kalamazoo
Donations  to  benefit  the  First  Presbyterian  Church
Performing Arts Fund

 

Next for OJE: Thornapple Jazz
Festival in Hastings April 28
2pm
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The Otsego Jazz Ensemble is proud to be a performer at the
Thornapple Arts Council Jazz Festival again this year.   The
festival has been going strong now for 15 years in downtown
Hastings, Michigan.

OJE  will  be  featuring  several  new  additions  to  the  book,
including  Wayne  Shorter’s  “One  By  One”  and  Bob  Curnow’s
“September Swing”, both featuring soloists Mark Greer (alto
sax) and Tim Culver (trumpet).   Greer will also play the
Quincy Jones classic, “Quintessence.”  Tenor soloist Scott
Robbins will play Bob Mintzer’s “Hanky Panky.”

Guest artist Robin Connell will play piano on Mintzer’s “Acha”
and will join Robbins on the Basie classic “Splanky.’

Vocalist Ian Brown will cover the Sinatra favorite “Come Fly
With Me” and also Culver’s arrangement of “I Got a Gal in
Kalamazoo.”

Martha Reid will sing a couple of great arrangements by Mike
Crotty of the Airmen of Note:  “Lullaby of Birdland” and “Mood
Indigo.”

And….there’ll be some surprises in store too, no doubt!

Come out to the Festival for some great music Thursday thru
Saturday at venues all around downtown Hastings and come out

https://thornapplearts.org/jazzfestival/
https://thornapplearts.org/jazzfestival/


Saturday at 2pm to hear the OJE at Thornapple Plaza.

 

 

 

WMU Senior Prom March 29

WMU Senior Prom 2018

It’s coming up soon.  All you need to do is put it on your
calendar, get dressed and show up with your dancing shoes on. 
It’s free!   Once again, the Otsego Jazz Ensemble will provide

https://www.google.com/maps/place/Thornapple+Plaza/@42.6491719,-85.2863493,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x88183d77c36853b1:0x36633302dfea79da!8m2!3d42.6491719!4d-85.2841606
https://oje.nu/ojenews/wmu-senior-prom-march-29/


the music, from 7pm to 10pm.   The band will play your
favorite  swing  numbers  from  the  Big  Band  Era,  like  Glenn
Miller  and  Count  Basie.   Ian  Brown  will  sing  Sinatra
favorites, and the band will feature special guest artist Lana
Hoffman on vocals too.  The theme this year is “Thirty, Flirty
& Thriving!”

And here are the particulars:

Who: WMU Students and Senior Citizens of the Community
What:  Dancing, Hors d’Oeuvres, Bingo and Casino Games
When: 3/29 at 5pm
Where: Bernhard Center, East Ballroom, WMU Campus
Parking:  Suggested  parking  is  the  ramp  east  of  the
Student Center.  Click here for map.

WMU Senior Promo Flyer 2018

OJE To Play WMU Senior Prom
March 29
WMU

https://wmich.edu/studentcenter/directions
https://wmich.edu/studentcenter/parking
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WMU Senior Prom 2015

The WMU Senior Prom celebrates its 30th year on March 29th at
the WMU Bernhard Student Center Ballroom.

The Senior Prom began in 1988 as a way for older WMU alumni
and area residents to share an evening of fun and reminisce
with current students. The Senior Prom is organized by staff
members  in  the  Ernest  Burnham-Smith  Burnham  and  Henry
residence  halls  with  the  help  of  volunteers.  Financial
assistance is provided by several WMU organizations, including
the  Residence  Housing  Association,  various  residence  hall
councils and the Residence Life office.

The Otsego Jazz Ensemble is thrilled to be playing at the prom
again this year.

The theme this year is  “30th Anniversary: Thirty, flirty, and
thriving” with decorations mostly being pearls and lilies with
black and gold as the colors.

Check back for more details soon.



Otsego Jazz Ensemble at the WMU Senior Prom, 2016

OJE’s Bob Simonds Turns 90

https://oje.nu/ojenews/ojes-bob-simonds-turns-90/


Bob Simonds 90th Birthday at the OJE Elks Club Rehearsal,
2018.

Bob Simonds has been playing trumpet for a long time, and at
the age of 90, he’s still going strong.  Bob played many a gig
in Kalamazoo as a member of the premier band in the area, The
Bobby Davidson Orchestra.  Bobby’s band played a lot of proms
and every other kind of gig in the 50’s, 60’s 70’s and 80’s. 
Davidson, a drummer, also started the first Jazz Band at WMU
back in the 60’s.   Bob, still a fine soloist, has been a
member of OJE for several years now, and recently celebrated
his 90th birthday at an OJE Thursday night rehearsal at the
Otsego Elks Club.   Many area musicians owe a great deal to
our old mentor and friend, Bobby Davidson, who is no longer
with us.  We’re very fortunate to have his old friend Bob
Simonds in the band to fill that void.

http://www.mlive.com/news/kalamazoo/index.ssf/2012/06/obituary_musician_bobby_davids.html
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